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not be absolutely proved. But as not a particle of evidenc can be adduced to prove infinity, and as all the f stcts and ind: cations point, as here shown, in a directly opposite directioi we must, if we are to trust to evidence at all in. this mattei arrive at the conclusion that the universe of stairs is limite in extent.
Dr. Isaac Roberts gives similar evidence as regards the u* of photographic plates. He writes: " Eleven years ago phott graphs of the Great Nebula in Andromeda were taken with tl 20-inch reflector, and exposures of the plates during interva up to four hours; and upon some of them were depicted stai to the faintness of 17th to 18th magnitude, and nebulosity t an equal degree of faintness. The films of the jplates obtah able in those days were less sensitive than those whicn have bee available during the past five years, and during this peric photographs of the nebula with exposures up to f our* hours hai been taken with the 20-inch reflector. No extensions of tl nebulosity, however, nor increase in the number of* tne stars ca be seen on the later rapid plates than were depicted upon tl earlier slower ones, though the star-images and tne nebulosil have greater density on the later plates."
Exactly similar facts are recorded in the cases of the Gres Nebula in Orion, and the group of the Pleiades. In the case < the Milky Way in Cygnus photographs have been, taken wil the same instrument, but with exposures varying from one hoi to two hours and a half, but no fainter stars could be found < one than on the other; and this fact has been confirmed I similar photographs of other areas in the sky. of Aitrtmamy (laut edition), pp. 578-9.   In the passages quoted
